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Xclaiming in my laſt at the miſerable 
E Cauſe, and more miſerable Party 
now carrying it on 18 England, in 
order to curſe our Bleſſings, and bring us 
back to the Ag yprian Bondage of Arbitrary 
Government; I- began to deſcend to the 
Steps taken at this Time, to draw us into 
Diſſixe ot the preſent Foundation on which 
we ſtand, and to introduce the old Abſurdi- 
ties we have ſo happily overthrown—1 told 
you how they amuſe us with falſe News on 
one hand, and falſe Principles on the other; 
one goes about giving wrong, Intelligence, 
another ſpreading corrupted Doctrines, and 
what Influence this has among us iltuftrated 
by Scotland. 

Spreading evil Re ports I hinted at in my 
laft, I comet now to the Caſe of preaching 
up corrupted Principles 3 and among theſe 
one is now ſtartedty the eminent Mr. Leſly, 


— 


tho' he has thought fit tu be aſhamed to ſe. 


- cond it with any ſuch thing as we call 


Prooſ He aledg d, That we can buve no 
Vnizing to make us Hagpy in Britain, but in 
4 Union of Principles. , 

| need not make a Comment upon this 
Te xt, nor note, that this ſtrikes both ar 
the Union of Scorland, and at the Toleration 
in Eng lad; for by this Dottrioe both theſe 
muft be overthrown, and all that diſſent 
from the Church reduC'd to her Obedience 
or the Kingdom otherwiſe detiver'd of 
them, the ſhonreft Wey, Im an, by the Mc> 
thods cxpoled in that Bok, 

Weuld any Man in E-oglimnd but be ſatiſ- 
fied, ,, ver dear it coſt, that he wrore that 
Book. call'd 1he ſhorreft Way, C. If what 
this Gentleman has advanced be true, ] have 
certainly more to boaſt of it in the Writing 
it, than ever I pretended to before, fince 1 

have 
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have the daily Sand ion of this Author and 
all his Friends to the Truth of it And 
however they thought fit, according to the 
common Juſtice of the Party, to let go their 
Rage at the Author; yet *tis plain, che 
Hi, b Church approved the Method, and do 
ſtill in tift upon it, and the great Mr. Lefly 
juſtifies it in this Article, that *tis abſolute- 
ly aeceſſary to the Happineſs of the Nation 
that there be a Union of Principles, Anglicè, 
that the Liſſenters be reduced, and ſo on 
Mutaiis Mutandis, as is expreſs'd in the 
pamphlet call'd Ibe ſborteſt Way with the 
Di ters. - 

31th then, ye Tyrants of the Party, that 
ſac:inz'd the Man to the Luft of your Re- 
veny,e, only for detecting you of that which 
you are not aſham'd co own in Fatt, and 
juſtige in Practice Can there be no 
Union in England to make us happy with- 
out a Union of Principles? Good Mr. Leſly 
call in all the Help tha, which can be had, 
to ſhaw us a M-dium b-tween this and ſ-nd- 
ing all the D/{-nrers to the Gallows and the 
Galleyz3 yu will certainly pever unite 
them to your Principles, and conſequently 
we can never be happy; for I cannot ſup- 
poſe you will ſay, you may unite to th-irss 
either then yen muſt ha g, baniſh, and de- 
ſtcoy the Diſſenters, or you can never have 
a Union ot Principl-s, and without it no 
Happineſs. x 

Wherefore I ſay it ga n, hy this Doctrine, 
the Syſtem of the ſhort-ſt Way is abſolutely 
juſtify'd, or England muti be pleas'd with 
being forever unhappy, that is, compleat- 
ly miſerable. 

But why no Happineſs without a Union of 
Principles? I have offer'd the Author of 
this to diſcourſe it with him calmly, and 
gave him Time for it; but he is pleaſed to 
decline it ſtill, and therefore I ſhi only 
make a few Remarks. 

1. Will not that Condition render us 
happy in which other Nations are happy? 


To make out that Negative, it muft be 


prov'd, that ſomething more isrequired to 
form our Happineſs, than the Happineſs of 
oi her Nations; now we find other Nations 
compleatly happy, 4s Happineſs with ReſpeR 
10 Government is to be under/Iood, tho” there 
> not among them a Union of Priaciples, 


I ſha!l not define the Meaning of Happi- 
neſs in Gorernment, ſo as to limit any Man's 
ConftruQion, but I thiok, Safety and Peace 
fully denominate theHappineſs of a Govern. 
ment; both cheſe we find ia the Govern- 
ment of Holland, Hannover, Munſt:r,- the 
Palatinare, and ſeveral other Govetruments 
ia the World, where there is no Union of 
Principles : And what has Englord in her 
Conſtitution, that Safety and Peace ſhould 
not make us happy? — Now if Sefety and 
Peace is the Happineſs of our Nation, as [ 
believe is ea ſie to prove; then if we can be 
Safe and at Peace without a Union of Prin- 
cipl's, we may alſo be happy withour. it. 

It remains then to prove, we may be 
both in Peace and Safety withou: a Uaion of 
Piinciples, I might do this by a ſhort Turn 
upon Parliamentary Au:horicy, Viz. The 
Vote ofthe Lords, That the Church of Eng- 
land is at preſent ł&y GOD's Bleſſing in a ſafe 
and flouriſhing Condition; but I wave that 
Advantage, and apply my felf to another 
Kicd of "roof. . 

Nor wi!) enter upon any Dangers, the 
Diſſenters may be ſaid to be in, which may 
cer:ainly he proved from all the Topicks, 
from which the Danger ot the Church may 
he proved - But {lay this down as a Maxim, 
That where the Law bas its uninterrupted 
Courſe, that People muſt be ſafe, and-where 
Charity has a mutual Intercourſe, that Peo- 
ple muſt be at Peace, 

Now I muft prove, that both theſe may 
be brought to paſs in Britain Without a Uni- 
on of Principles, or elſe I do nothing; aud 
in order to this, I begia with the Currency 
of the Laws. 

The free unint<rrupted Courſe of the 
Laus reſpects Juftice, Right, and Civil Li- 
berty ; this can by no Means claſh with our 
Religious Principles, tis certainly agreea- 
ble toall the Principles, in which we ought 
to agree, That Rubiners, Murcherers, and 
Breakers of the Peace ſhould be puniſk'd, 
that Property ſhould be protedted, the In- 
vaders of it reftrain'd, Encroachers upon o- 
thers Men's Right purſued, and in ſhore that 
civil Juſtice ſhould have ics Courſe: Let 
the Gentlemen that obj ct ſhew us, which of 
the ir Principles are incontifient wich the 
Execution of common Juſtice; 1am ſure. 


node 


the 


none of the Diſſenters Principles are ſa, 
Adminiſtration of Juſtice, and Currency of 
the Law caunot be deſtructive of any of the 
Principles of the Proteſtant Religion; and 
therefore whether our Principles agree or 


not, Juſtice may de equally diſpenſed, and 
conſequently Safety be procur'd. 

{f chere are any People among us, that 
think they cannot be fafe while any Men 
are among them, who differ from them, 
tis ſome Scandal both upon their Princi- 
ples, as well as upon themſelves Up- 
on their Principles, as if they would not 
ſtand upon their own Feet, would not bear 
out and defend themſclves 3 and ſecondly 
upon their Party, as afraid they ſhould not 

ſtand dy their Principles; the Chriftian Re- 
ligion has Rood upon the Foundation of irs 
own Energy, and the efficacious Workings 
of the Spiric of GOD, and, has maintaio'd 
its Footing among all the oppofice Powers 
of Men and Devils, and will du ſo to the 
End of the World; and whac Jealvuſic 
ot Feat any true Branch of it can have, 
that it ſhould not dare to ſuffer a differing 
Opinion, tho“ agreeing in DoQrine, to re- 
ſide upon the ſame Continent with it, I can- 
ma gine. 
9 — certain, that the Church of 
England, both in its Coofticutioa and its 
Pcofeſhon, may de ſafe, and is ſafe in the Pro- 
teQion of the Laws of this Land, notwith- 
ſtanding the Difference in Opinion which is 
now ſo * extended among us; and if She 
is ſafe, She is happy, as far as Happineſs 
reſpefs her temporal Conditizn—Nay, by 
the Union of Scotland, I undertake to prove, 
the Church of England is yet more ſafe than 
before, as her Safety is now blended or 
twifted with the Eftabliſh'd Conflitution of 
whole United Britain, and cannot be ſhaken 
but by the overturning the Foundation on 
which we all ſtaad; if this is not reckoned 
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petfect Safety, then no Nation in the 
World can be ſafe ; for buman Policy can 
form no greater Safety, than the united 
Poſture ut out Nation, as now Eftabliſh's, 
ſtands upon. 

The Safety of the Church uf England, 
as built upon the Union, canſiſts in this, 
that the preſent conftituted Authority ot 
the Government, whether Regally or Par- 
liamentarily conſider d, is infeciour to that 
Authority, upon whole Ad and Deed the 
preſent Eftabliſhment of the Church is 
duilt. In the Churches, preſent Capacity, 
not the Parliament, not the QUEEN, noc 
the QUEEN and Parliament can unhinge 
her; why? Becauſe they cannot act iu Con- 
tra vention of the Union, which is ſupeciouc 
to ab our preſent Authority, the preſeac 
Authority being conſtituted by it. 

Who, that is capable to take in this 
plaio, very plain Syſtem, of Power conſti- 
tuting, and Power conſtituted, can have 
ſo much Want of Sence, as to diſpute thc 
the Safety of the preſent Eflabliſh'd Confti- 
tution-of the Church, in which all our 
Difference of Principles is not adle to make 
the leaſt Breach ; well might the Houſe of 
Lords vote her Safe and Flouriſhing, for She 
was never ſo Safe as ſince the Union. 

Nur is the Church of Scotland leſs ſafe, 
tho' far different in Principles alſo, and 
their Safety as reciprocal, is equally fouad- 
ed on the ſame Rock, the Union; they are 
T #ias of this Birth, brought forth at once, 
and ought not to diſdain to call one andthe c 
Sifters: 1 wiſh, the Fraternal Aﬀ-Qion ot 
either hand were bettet improved z waich 
tho' it would not add to their Safety, for ns- 

thing can add ro that, but it would add co 
their Honour, to their Eaſe, to their Sati 
fation, and to their mutual Reputation in 


the World ; Things I humbly recommend 


to them boch co conſider. 


n 


gatds the Enzlifh lutereſt, and under - 
naads it, reads, that the Parli-ment are en- 
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T is with Joy, that evety Man, whore» quiring into the State of our Plantations; i: 
a Subject, as vaſt as the Wildernefs, the y 
arc planted iu, or the Ocean that divides u- 
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